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began	planning	to	produce	a	critical	edition	of	his	favorite	play	and	favorite	
lecture	topic,	Hamlet.16	Finally,	in	1885,	after	years	of	study	and	lecturing,	
MacDonald	published	The Tragedie of Hamlet: A Study with the Text of the 
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Figure 2. A page of the Taylor Hamlet manuscript containing multiple ink 
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an	important	witness	to	the	content	of	one	of	MacDonald’s	lectures	on	King 
Lear.	


























Figure 3. A	Midsummer-Night’s	Dream	promptbook from the Folger Digital 
Image Collection (see note 50).

























Figure 4. An example of Faunthorpe’s attempt to capture MacDonald’s 
presence (see note 52).
MacDonald’s Intentionality in Interleaving
	 Significantly,	George	MacDonald	employed	interleaving	not	
only	for	his	scholarship,	but	he	also	utilized	(and	promoted)	a	“revised	


















Figure 5. MacDonald’s Tragedie demonstrates his intentionality in 
incorporating an interleaving aesthetic in the published work.
	 Perhaps	even	more	remarkable,	MacDonald	self-published	his	1880	




















Figure 6. A first edition of Diary in the Brown Collection at Taylor University 









contemporary	poet	Betty	K.	Aberlin	published	The White Page Poems 
(2008),	featuring	her	poems	facing	and	responding	to	MacDonald’s.58	Based	
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2.	 MacDonald’s	best-known	fantasy	publications	included	Phantastes: a 
Faerie Romance for Men and Women	(1858),	At the Back of the North 




works.	See	Ann	Thompson	and	Neil	Taylor,	eds.,	Hamlet: The Texts of 
1603 and 1623	(London:	Bloomsbury,	2006,	2016);	“Introduction,”	Ann	













and	Performances,	1855-1891,”	North Wind: A Journal of George 
MacDonald Studies	37	(2018):	107-179	(Hereafter,	“Timeline”).	Inspired	
by	the	excavation	work	of	Barbara	Amell	most	of	our	records	come	from	
























an	exhaustive	list):	Unspoken Sermons (1865,	1885,	1889),	Adela 
Cathcart	(1864),	Alec Forbes of Howglen	(1865),	Annals of a Quiet 
Neighbourhood	(1867),	Cross Purposes	(1862),	David Elginbrod	(1863),	
Donal Grant (1883),	Elect Lady (1888),	Far Above Rubies	(1899),	
Flight of the Shadow	(1891),	Heather and Snow	(1893),	Home Again 
(1887),	Lilith	(1895),	Malcolm (1875),	Marquis of Lossie	(1877),	Mary 
Marston	(1881),	Paul Faber, Surgeon	(1879),	The Portent (1864),	Ranald 
Bannerman’s Boyhood	(1871),	Robert Falconer	(1868), A Rough Shaking 
(1891),	Salted with Fire	(1897),	Seaboard Parish (1868),	Sir Gibbie 
(1879),	St. George and St. Michael	(1876),	Stephen Archer and Other 
Tales	(1883),	There and Back	(1891),	Thomas Wingfold (1876),	Wilfred 
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14.	  New Shakspere Society Transactions	(1874),	253;	Transactions	(1874),	
253,	note	1;	Transactions	(1874),	273,	note	1;	Transactions	(1874),	498.	
15.	MacDonald,	Letter	to	Furnivale	[sic],	April	17,	1876,	in	An Expression of 









Taylor	University,”	North Wind: A Journal of George MacDonald Studies 
33	(2016):	35-67.	For	the	connection	(“friendship”)	between	MacDonald	
and	C.	S.	Lewis,	see	Lewis’s	claim	that	reading	MacDonald’s	Phantastes	
“baptized	his	imagination.”	In	C.S.	Lewis,	Surprised by Joy: The Shape 















22.	William	Shakspere	[sic],	Comedies, Histories, Tragedies, and Poems,	
edited	by	Charles	Knight	(London:	Charles	Knight,	1851),	Vol.	1.	When	
bound,	this	volume	contained	Romeo and Juliet	(1-112),	Hamlet (113-
240),	Othello	(241-352),	Timon of Athens	(353-432),	King Lear (433-
544),	and	Macbeth	(545-636).	
23.	George	MacDonald,	“A	Vision	of	St.	Eligius”	Scribner’s Monthly	5.4	
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(February	1873),	500.	The	poem	was	later	published	in	A Threefold Cord 
























April	17,	1876,	in	An Expression of Character: The Letters of George 
MacDonald,	ed.	Glenn	Sadler	(Grand	Rapids:	Eerdmans,	1994),	246.	
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